alike.
In connection with the treatise of " The True Religion" it was of course necessary to study the Bible in the original languages, and Renan threw himself into that portion of his work with the utmost ardour. He was fortunate in becoming the pupil of M. Le Hir, a man of great ability and vast learning, of whom he has given a very interesting account.
Under the guidance of this excellent master, the young Sulpician made so rapid an advance that he was soon himself entrusted with the preliminary course of Hebrew, and made astonishing progress in the Semitic languages generally. To study the Bible thoroughly, however, without going to German writers, has long been out of the question. Renan learned German, and soon became well versed in all that the greatest masters of Old Testament learning on the other side of the Rhine had got to tell. M. Le Hir read all these things, but was in no sort of way shaken by them.
He was a French Dollinger, but a Dollinger who would have submitted his judgment to the conclusions of the Council of 1870. The mould in which he was cast, however,ron. The whole formed one vast edifice, in which it was to the last degree dangerous to move the smallest part, since every proposition great and small was vouched for by the Church, and the proving of any one of them
